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One beautiful Saturday morning a couple of 
weeks ago, my dog Zoë and I walked up 
High Street to the top (Okay… Zoë eagerly 
ran and pulled me up the hill) and then down 
North Street where we saw the most amaz-
ing vistas, the kind of views you can only 
appreciate when on foot but miss when driv-
ing the car. The birds were chirping, the 
trees in leaf were that lovely green that oc-
curs only in Spring, and it seemed we could 
see forever. The village below us was barely 
visible; just a steeple or two, a few chimneys 
and bits of roof tops stuck out through the 
dense growth of trees. Granted, it was early 
on a Saturday morning, but even if the vil-
lage were buzzing with activity at that hour, 
there wouldn’t have been any visible sign 
from this high view point.  

I looked for St. John’s. The Congregational 
church steeple was obvious, as was the 
steeple on Town Hall.  I could see the chim-
ney of the house of St. John’s next door 
neighbor on Elm Street.  I could see trees—
lots of trees—but no sign of St. John’s. St. 
John’s seemed to be swallowed up by trees 
and more prominent buildings. 

An invigorating breeze was blowing (thank 
goodness-we still had to walk down the hill 
and go home) as I stood there contemplating 
how the view was a metaphor for the chal-
lenges of ministry that await us at St. John’s.  
We’ve overcome the perception that the little 
brown stone and shingle church on the cor-
ner is closed. We’re out in the community, 
active and vital. We are small but not insig-
nificant. We have to work a little harder to get 
noticed, but we’ve done that with some suc-
cess.  

What is it for which we want to be known? 
Someone came up to me recently and com-
plimented St. John’s for the excellent job 
done on the recent Craft Fair—so well organ-
ized, great crafters, delicious food. I thanked 

them on your behalf, and agreed. An excel-
lent job was done by all. Thank you everyone 
for your participation. St. John’s has devel-
oped a reputation as the church with the 
Christmas bazaar featuring great handmade 
crafts, especially knitted items, and the not-to
-be-missed cookie cans, pies, and pickles. 
But is this how we want to be known—as the 
place for great fundraisers? 

It’s my conviction that we want to be known 
as the church that is totally committed to mis-
sion and outreach, to helping those in 
need—the church that lives the Gospel and 
just doesn’t talk about it. I’d love to see 100% 
of our fundraiser profits going to mission 
(Episcopal Relief and Development, Heifer 
International, Physicians Without Borders, 
Cape Cares, International Relief, Kiva micro 
loans, Bellows Falls Winter Shelter, Habitat 
for Humanity, Keene Community Kitchen, 
Our Place and Fall Mountain Food shelves—
so many efforts, so much need!) but realisti-
cally, that’s not possible at this time. Our 
budget is tight and we need to supplement 
pledges with the fundraiser proceeds. Some-
day, maybe!  

It’s so easy to get lost in the trees, to lose 
our vision, to miss the big picture.  We have 
to persist—refusing to get swallowed up by 
the dense overgrowth of anxiety about our 
own needs—and focus on the needs of oth-
ers. This will be a challenge, but I’m con-
vinced being mission focused is the sign of a 
healthy, growing, vital church—the kind of 
church that sits on the corner of Westminster 
and Elm Streets—very much alive! 

Peace, 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and  

NOTICES 
CHRISTMAS IN JUNE 

By Rev. Kershaw  

June 21 ð 25, 1 ð 4 p.m. at St. Johnõs Church 
A òCampó where children learn to help others 

 

Any child, ages 6 – 12 (or completed Kindergarten through 6th grade) is 
welcome to come to a fun week of making crafts, playing games, and learn-
ing about the Heifer Project.  The Heifer Project helps children and families 
throughout the world by providing the animals that help needy families be-
come self-reliant and self-sufficient. Poverty and hunger are increasing in 
many countries. Heifer provides the single most effective solution to the 
challenges families are facing around the world today. 

At Christmas in June ―Camp,‖ we’ll read stories about the way of life of chil-
dren in the Americas, Europe, China, India, and Africa. We’ll create craft 
items that will be sold at a special ―Kids for Kids/Heifer table‖ at the Christ-
mas Bazaar in November. We’ll create crafts to take home. We’ll play 
games, sing songs, eat delicious snacks, and best of all, find out how easy 
it is to help others. 

Racheal Scott and Susan Kershaw are the leaders. Help is needed! We 
need adult assistants (one per day), snack helpers (one per day), craft sup-
plies, and snack donations. A sign up list is in the Parish Hall, but here is 
our Wish List: 

Church Picnic -- June 27 

By Rev. Kershaw  

Come to a picnic  on Sunday, June 27, following the Eucharist. We’ll enjoy great fellowship and honor our high school 
graduates. Wear your picnic clothes, bring chairs and sunblock. Sign up at church to let us know what you would like to 
bring for the picnic meal. If it is sunny, we’ll gather on the church lawn. If it is rainy, we’ll have our picnic in the Parish 
Hall. Rain or shine, it will be a great opportunity to congratulate our graduates and their families — Samantha Scott, Bel-
lows Falls Regional High School; and Colby Baker, Keene High School. 

Organist News  

Hooray!!  Colby Baker will remain as our organist for 

one more year. Colby graduates from Keene High 

School this month and has decided to take a ògap 

year.ó  He had a very busy high school experience and 

will use the gap year to focus on future plans, includ-

ing college choices. Weõre glad youõre staying, Colby, 

and wish you well as you discern your future path.  

Western Convocation Meeting  

Á Sunday, June 13, 2 p.m., at Epiphany, Newport 

 

All delegates and alternates are urged to attend. Oth-

ers interested in the life of the Diocese as experienced 

in the convocation are always welcome. Please speak 

to Susan Kershaw if you plan to go. 

Summer Schedule  

The Vestry voted at the May meeting, after much de-

bate about the different schedule possibilities, to set 

the worship time at 9:00 a.m. in the July and August. 

The liturgy will be more informal, reflecting the re-

laxed quality of the summer months. The Breakfast 

and Bible group will meet at 8:00 a.m.  

Church Cleanup  

Thank you to everyone who raked, mulched, planted, 

pruned, and did the things necessary to make St. 

Johnõs grounds look beautiful. Your effort and dona-

tions are deeply appreciated. Our corner looks lovely 

and inviting, thanks to you! 

Weekly Calendar  

Rectorõs Day Off:   Mondays 

Mid-week Eucharist: Wednesdays, Noon 

Afternoon Crafts: Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 

Evening  Knitting: Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 

Clergy Breakfast: Fridays, 9 a.m., Murrayõs 

Soul Friends: Fridays, 10:30 a.m. ð Noon 

Readers  

Currently we have 12 willing readers! To take advan-

tage of the group and give everyone a chance to read 

once a month (assuming four  Sundays), a lay reader 

will now read the Epistle, instead of the LEM. The LEM 

will continue to do the Prayers of the People.  

The service schedules reflect this change. 

Craft Supplies 

Fancy trim (yard or more in length) 

Beaded trim (yard or more in length) 

Novelty yarns 

Grosgrain ribbon 

Roving 

Bars of soap (6) 

Milk & OJ containers (paper), clean, pint, quart, and 

half-gallon sizes 

paraffin 

old pot for holding water while was is melting 

chopsticks 

ıó corks 

muffin tins (heart-shaped, or small/mini sizes)ñ

these wonõt be able to be re-used for food 

rattail cord 

colorful plastic buttons 

bottle caps (beer bottle type, not bent) 

cocoa mix 

baby food jars 

nice jam jars, one piece lids (not canning jars with 

ring lids) 

plastic yogurt quart size containers or plastic sherbet 

containers 

ice cube trays (wonõt be able to be re-used for ice 

cubes) 

Snack Donations 

Seasonal fresh fruit (strawberries, blueberries, rasp-

berries, watermelon, bananas) 

Vanilla yogurt 

apple juice 

dried fruit leather (sheets) 

Goldfish crackers 

cheddar cheese 

plastic cups 

napkins 

small paper plates 

natural smooth peanut butter 

apples 

trail mix  
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Address Label Here  

St .  John’s  Ep iscopal Church  

Westminster and Elm Streets 

Walpole, NH  03608 

Phone: 603-756-4533 

 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, Bishop of New Hampshire 
The Rev. Susan de Puy Kershaw, Rector 

 

Vestry  

Sue Bauer, Warden 
George Cheney, Warden 
Dave Adams, Treasurer 

Sarah Downing, Clerk 
Jean Aldrich, Vestry 

MaryAnn Longever, Vestry 

Daniel Scott, Vestry 

 

Other  Leaders  

Colby Baker, Organist 
Peter Harrison, Pledge Treasurer 
Janet Wickwire, Altar Guild 

Thank You Teachers & Caregivers 

By Rev. Kershaw  

The Sunday School program year ended in May. Thanks 
go to Sarah Downing and Charlie Montgomery for their 
dedication, persistence, passion, and commitment to be-
ing our teachers this past year. You brought energy, en-
thusiasm, and respect to the classroom. Your ministry is 
greatly appreciated!  

Thanks, also, to all the caregivers. Your presence and 
kindness toward the children, especially the youngest 
ones, adds greatly to the program. Thank you for continu-
ing this ministry throughout the summer months when for-
mal classes are not in session.  Thank you to Nancy 
McAuliffe for scheduling the caregivers rotation.  

Spring Craft Fair 

By Sue Bauer and Nancy McAuliffe  

Many thank yous to those who provided monetary dona-
tions, baked goods, sandwich fixings, soft drinks, water, 
and chips for St. John's Cafe.  Also a huge thank you to all 
who helped with the planning, organizing, set-up on Fri-
day, working on Saturday, and clean-up.  St. John's could 
not have put on the Craft Fair without your support.  We 
don't have the final numbers at this time but here are a 
few:  $1495 - Vendor spaces, $ 386.81 - St. John's 
Cafe.  Advertising expenses remain to be accounted 
for.  We will have a recap session for all those interested 
and who participated on Sunday, June 6 after church.  We 
do have the exit survey for anyone who is interested. 

Box tops for Education for the Hopi 
Mission School 

By Rev. Kershaw  

The children, with the teachers’ guidance, have been col-
lecting Box Tops for Education (from cereal boxes, snack 
boxes, etc.), Campbell Soup UPC labels, and Tyson Pro-
ject Art labels. The coupons are sent to the Hopi Mission 
School in Kykotsmovi Village, Arizona. The school uses 
the coupons to purchase necessary items, including three 
school buses. Recently, Charlie Montgomery sent them a 
box stuffed with over 1,000 coupons. We thank Robie 
Speed from the Walpole Recycling Center, who has dili-
gently removed labels and coupons from recycled paper-
board. Please keep saving these coupons, and bring them 
in to church and help encourage our children to help oth-
ers! 

Christmas Bazaar is Shaping Up... 

By Nancy McAuliffe  

That’s right — it’s already time to start thinking about 
Christmas on the Green!   

Saturday, November 20 will be here before we know 
it.  We will be having an Attic Treasurers table if we re-
ceive enough good-quality items, so when you do your 
spring or summer cleaning, put aside those special treas-
ures!   

Contact Chris Burchstead with any questions.  Keep the 
coffee cans coming in, too!! 


