
July / August 2010  

Pa
ri
sh

 N
e
w

sl
e
tt
e
r 

S
T

.
 

J
O

H
N

’
S

 
E

P
I

S
C

O
P

A
L

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

I just finished reading a wonderful novel 
called Major Pettigrewôs Last Stand by Helen 
Simonson. Major Pettigrew is a retired British 
Army officer. Heôs 68, widowed, and has one 
very ambitious grown son. The Major lives in 
a small village, something akin to Walpole, 
with a small country/golf club, a village store, 
and the intimacy, good or bad, that is often a 
characteristic of small villages.  The village is 
called Edgecombe St. Mary. I kept expecting 
the sleuth Miss Marple to appear! The char-
acters seemed remarkably familiar.  

Major Pettigrew is the stereotypical English-
man of his generation: he values honor, duty, 
decorum, and a properly brewed cup of tea. I 
donôt want give away the plot for anyone who 
might like to read the book, so letôs just say 
that Major Pettigrewôs sense of ñEnglishnessò 
-- all that honor, duty, decorum, stiff upper lip 
and memberships in the country club and 
Church of England -- is knocked off balance 
by a growing friendship with the local shop-
keeper, Mrs. Ali, a Muslim of Pakistani de-
scent.  

I really enjoyed the book. It was one of those 
books in which the characters were so richly 
drawn that when you reached the end, you 
wanted more. It would make a great Master-
piece Theatre episode! 

Youôve probably guessed that there is ro-
mance in the book, but the central motif is 
about tolerance. I wonôt be giving too much 
away by saying that part of the plot concerns 
the obvious attraction Major Pettigrew and 
Mrs. Ali have for one another. The richness 
of the story hinges on how others respond to 
the attraction: the ambitious son who wants 
to get his hands on his fatherôs money, the 
Pakistani nephew who is angling to get the 
little store and who is an Islamic fundamen-
talist, the members of the golf club who 
wouldnôt think of inviting Mrs. Ali to join and 
who are nearly speechless when she arrives 
at a club dance, escorted by the Major. 

The story is about intolerance and tolerance. 
The two are not opposites, but different de-

grees of the same thing, both based in fear. 
Intolerance is marked by bigotry, prejudice, 
fear, misunderstanding and in the extreme, 
violence. Tolerance is not the absence of 
those things; it is just less of them. Itôs 
ñputting up withò some person who is differ-
ent, or with some attitude or philosophy that 
is contrary to our own. Tolerance, ñputting up 
with,ò does not necessarily mean a change 
of heart and mind, or acceptance. 

When Jesus taught his disciples to love God 
and love your neighbor, he was fairly clear. 
Love your neighbor ð not put up with your 
neighbor, or find a away to co-exist with your 
neighbor. He taught his disciples to love, to 
embrace the neighbor wholeheartedly, to 
focus on what they had in common (love of 
God, God as creator) rather than what di-
vides (gender, race, economic situation, sex-
ual preference, political opinions, etc.). Love 
God and love neighbor, not love God but 
tolerate the neighbor, because the two kinds 
of love are inseparable. Itôs not possible to 
love God and just tolerate ð put up with ð  
that which is connected to and made in the 
image of God through the act of creation. 

Major Pettigrew and Mrs. Ali found that intol-
erance and its close cousin tolerance are 
difficult to withstand. However, thereôs a 
wonderful new life that appears when we 
focus on what we have in common, rather on 
what keeps us apart.  

The book has a happy ending which is rather 
refreshing in this time of distressing news 
about leaking oil wells, irreparably damaged 
ecosystems, nuclear proliferation, and wars. 
Happy endings do happen when we refuse 
to ñput up withò and instead open our hearts 
and accept those who seem different. In the 
end, weôre all Godôs children, and weôre not 
so different after all. 

Peace, 

 

 

THE RECTORôS REFLECTIONSé                           By Rev. Kershaw  



Page 2 Parish Newsletter 

2  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS and  

NOTICES 
ñCOW CAMP:ò  TREMENDOUSLY SUCCESSFUL!   
Thanks be to God! 

By Rev. Kershaw  

The Cow Camp held June 21 ï 25 at St. Johnôs Church was a tremendous 
success! The idea that was inspired by the Durling familyôs commitment of 
sharing their talent and gifts with others, especially through the Heifer Pro-
ject that fights extreme poverty, became much more than an idea. We 
reached 30 children from 20 families during the week. Seventy-five percent 
of the children/families were new to St. Johnôs. Our time together was far 
more than arts and crafts. It was evangelism and it was great! 

Thanks go to Daria and Molly Durling for inspiring us to teach children how 

much fun it can be to help others, especially other children. Rachael Scott 

was the creative brains behind Cow Camp. Thank you, Racheal. Sarah 

Manning was an enthusiastic and energetic evangelist who made the con-

tacts that brought the new families to St. Johnôs parish hall. Melissa, Mi-

chelle, Allie and Kristin were great Mom-helpers. 

Thanks also go to the 30 Cow Campers. They created and learned. We 

hope that most of them will be at the November 20 Christmas Bazaar, 

working the Kidsô Heifer Table. When you see them, tell them ñWell done!ò 

We were working on two Mutual Ministry goals during Cow Camp. Obvi-

ously, a creative craft activity is a form of expansion of the Art After School 

Program. We hope to see some formerly new and now familiar faces at Art 

After School when it resumes on September 8. Teaching children the im-

portance of the Heifer Projectôs work to eradicate extreme poverty through-

out the world is part of our goal to be more intentional about Mission Giving.  

While we were at Cow Camp, we were busy building relationships and 

trust, and forming community.  We were planting seeds. Please help us 

nurture those seeds! The harvest is guaranteed to be wonderful! 

 

A THANK YOU FROM SEAFARERôS FRIEND 

June 2010 

Dear St. Johnôs,  

 I like your idea ï Lenten Knitting Challenge. The crew members 
always wear knit hats under their hard hats, even when it seems warm to 
us. So, on behalf of many warm heads, we thank you for your caring for 
seafarers. Thanks for your help and sending the hats our ways. They are 
appreciated. 

 One more favor please, on Sunday morning, please pray for sea-
farers and their families. Remember that just about everything thatôs 
imported comes to you by ship ï and on those ships are your hats!  

Nash Garabedian 
Seafarerôs Friend: Coming Alongside the Maritime Community with Friendship, Faith, and Hospitality 

Summer Sunday Worship Hour  

Service begins at 9 a.m. through July and August. The 

worship time returns to 10 a.m. on September 5, Labor 

Day weekend.  

Mid-week Eucharist  

Wednesdaysõ noontime services resume August 4th. 

Thursday Knitters  

Needlecrafting resumes Thursday, August 5, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday crafts  

Gather with us every Wednesday, 3 p.m., in the Parish 

Hall. Please speak to Nancy McAuliffe if you need more 

information. 

August Fellowship Potluck Dinner  

Friday, August 6, 6 p.m., in the Parish Hall. Please 

come out, bring a main dish, salad, or dessert to share, 

and a favorite board game, card game or dominoes. 

Thereõs a rumor that òSKIP-BOó is very popular with 

some of St. Johnõs parishioners. How about a very 

noisy and competitive round of the trading card game 

òPITó? Donõt like games? No problem, there will be 

plenty of good food and stimulating conversation.  

Please join in and invite a friend! 

Breakfast & Bible  

Bible study resumes on Sunday, August 8, following 

the Eucharist. Grab a cup of coffee and a delicious 

goodie and join the Rector and the group for a thought-

filled discussion of the gospel of Luke. Lukeõs gospel is 

over 1900 years old. Does it really have any meaning 

for us in our day and time? Newcomers are always 

welcome.  

Stewardship Team  

The group meets on Tuesday, August 17, at 6 p.m. in 

the Rectorõs office. 

Art After School, Fall 2010  

The program starts on Wednesday, September 8. Weõll 

be drawing, painting, gluing, creating and having a 

great time. Any child in first grade through sixth grade 

is welcome. If you need more information, please 

speak to the Rector. 



Page 3 

 3 

July / August 2010  

J
U

L
Y

 

A
U

G
U

S
T

 



Page 4 Parish Newsletter 

4  

Address Label Here  

St .  John’s  Ep iscopal Church  

Westminster and Elm Streets 

Walpole, NH  03608 

Phone: 603-756-4533 

 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, Bishop of New Hampshire 
The Rev. Susan de Puy Kershaw, Rector 

 

Vestry  

Dan Scott, Warden 
George Cheney, Warden 
Sue Bauer, Treasurer 

Sarah Downing, Clerk 
Whit Aldrich, Vestry 

Darrow Clark, Vestry 

Nancy McAuliffe, Vestry 

 

Other  Leaders  

Colby Baker, Organist 
Peter Harrison, Pledge Treasurer 
Janet Wickwire, Altar Guild 
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