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Peter Coffin writes: 

I awoke early on a recent Sunday morning, 
one of the really spectacular ones of this 
past summer and there was only one thing 
on my mind. I didn't want to read the paper 
on the porch. I didn't  want to sip coffee un-
der the shade of a tree in the back yard. I 
didn't want to go for a walk or to work in the 
garden. On any other warm morning, on any 
other day of the week I might have indulged 
any of these options before starting the day 
in earnest. But this day was Sunday and 
above all else I wanted to go to church. 

Some might say, "Well of course he did; he's 
a priest." Others might guess the opposite: 
that after 20 years of parish ministry that's 
the LAST place I might want to go on a crys-
talline morning. But simply as a Christian, as 
a devotee of the God who has loved us in 
Christ Jesus, I wanted to worship. I wanted 
to give thanks for the season, for my family, 

for my friends far and near, I wanted to pray 
for those who are known to me (and those 
unknown) who are in need of prayer. I 
wanted to remember with thanksgiving those 
who I still love but who have died and are 
resurrected beyond the horizon of life. 

One of the beauties of Anglicanism is that all 
these things I could do upon waking using 
the service of Morning Prayer or the briefer 
morning service under The Services for Indi-
viduals and Families in The Book of Com-
mon Prayer. I could have sat up in bed or on 
the porch or lawn and accomplished my 
prayer, but I would have missed out on 
"going to church.ò 

What would I have missed? The opportunity 
to see people I care about, to be seen by 
some who might otherwise wonder if I am 
unwell, to be challenged by the Gospel and 
the reflection on it by the preacher, to hear 
the news of the community, to hear and re-
ceive the words of solace pronounced follow-
ing the confession, to add my "Amens!" to 
our affirmations of faith, to participate in the 
mystery of God's deep love at the altar... and 
more! 

Going to "church," i.e., communal worship, 
reminds me that I am part of something lar-
ger, a family of faith that spans the globe. By 
going to church I tell myself (and others who 
are interested in my life) that my God and 
God's faithful people are important to me, are 
a part of me, and I am a part of it/them. 

I feel this so strongly that I have toyed with 
the idea of getting a tattoo over my heart of 
the ancient, Christian symbol of the Chi-Rho, 
the X with a P through it which we've all seen 
around churches. If I didn't have two impres-
sionable pre-teenagers, I do it! It's the only 
statement I want to leave about my dead 
body when I go: this was a vehicle for a 
soul's worship of God through Christ. 

 

See REFLECTIONSé (Continued on page 5) 

THE RECTORôS REFLECTIONSé                           By Rev. Kershaw  

The retailers are pushing back-to -school 
clothing, backpacks, and school supplies, so 
September must be near; or in other words, 
summer is drawing to a close. Itôs time to 
get back to ñnormal.ò St. Johnôs is getting 
back to ñnormalò as we gear up for the start 
of a new program year and as we prepare 
for the many activities of the fall which will 
be upon us sooner than we think (for in-
stance, the Christmas Bazaar on November 
20). You can read about all of these things 
in this issue of the Parish Newsletter. 

 

First, though, Iôd like us to give some 
thought to the activity which is at the heart 
of everything we do: worship.  In the follow-
ing paragraphs, the Rev. Peter Coffin, a 
good friend of this parish, ruminates about 
going to church. He writes eloquently about 
this activity which defines us as the family of 
God. 

Mark your calendars!   

Worship returns to 10 a.m. 

on September 5th.  
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CONFIRM NOT CONFORM ð ADULT  

SERIES BEGINS SEPT 12, 9 A.M. 

By Rev. Kershaw  

Christian education and formation is not just for children. Some 
adults might think that theyôve learned all they need to know and that their 
faith is settled and dry. Not so!   

Confirm not Conform is an Episcopal curriculum that engages adults in talk-
ing about faith issues. Have you ever thought about in-depth faith issues? 
Do you have questions that you never seem to be able to find the right 
place or time to ask? CnC is an opportunity to figure out what you believeð
whether you were confirmed ages ago or never, whether youôve been an 
Episcopalian forever or are new to the Episcopal Church, whether youôre 
sure you know all the answers or feel overwhelmed by questionsðand put 
that belief to work in your daily life. The lessons focus on belief (What do 
we personally believe? What are our Creeds? What do other religions be-
lieve?), on the Word and Sacraments (What is the Bible? How do we read 
it? What are the sacraments? How do they work in our daily lives? What is 
the Book of Common Prayer? What does it mean to be Anglican?), and on 
practicing our faith (How do we live out what we believe? How do we fulfill 
the promises made at our baptism? Where do we go from here?).  

CnC also focuses on spiritual practices. At each class, participants are 
asked to select a spiritual practice to try each day until the next class 
meets. The CnC writers remind us that, ñThe focus on spiritual practices 
underlines that faith is held not just in the head but in the heart, and that the 
integration of faith and daily life can strengthen both.ò 

Come out to Confirm not Conform. You might get some answers. Maybe 
youôll find more questions. Either way, youôll be on a journey, and you wonôt 
travel alone. Youôll experience the rich fellowship which comes when broth-
ers and sisters in Christ share their faith.  If you have questions, please speak to the Rector. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and  

NOTICES 

Fall Kick -off ï Sunday, September 12  

ƀ Breakfast Group begins Confirm not Conform ð 9 

a.m. 

ƀ Church School  -- gathers  at 9:45 

ƀ Eucharist ð 10 a.m. 

ƀ Kick-off Fellowship Luncheon & Sundaes 

 (make your ownñlots of delicious toppings!) 

Weekly Calendar  

Mon.  Rectorõs Day Off 

Weds., Noon Mid-week Eucharist 

Weds., 3 p.m. Christmas Bazaar work sessions 

Weds., 3:30 Art After School 

Thurs., 6:30 p.m. Knitterõs Fellowship 

Fri.,  9 a.m. Clergy breakfast meeting 

Fri., 10:30 a.m. Soul Friends prayer group 

Western Convocation Meeting  

Delegates, alternates and any others interested in the 

news and activity of the Diocese and Western Convoca-

tion are urged to attend the Convocation Meeting on 

Sunday, September 12, at 2:00 p.m., at Church of the 

Epiphany, Newport. Please let the Rector know if you 

plan to attend so we can arrange car pools. 

The Church School begins an excit-
ing new program year on Sunday, 
September 12. Weôre using a new 
Episcopal curriculum called Weaving 
Godôs Promises, published by More-
house Education Resources . This 
meaningful and engaging curriculum 
teaches children of all ages how 
Godôs promises of salvation are inex-
tricably woven into our lives. Each lesson includes a Bible 
story, as well as information about Episcopal Church his-
tory, seasons of the church year, church practices, use of 
The Book of Common Prayer, our Anglican and Episcopal 
tradition, and the principle sacraments of our Church: Holy 
Baptism and Holy Eucharist. It has a variety of stimulating 
activitiesðarts, crafts, games and more. Itôs bound to be a 
hit with our kids! 

However, curriculum is lifeless without teachers. We have a 
great Teaching Team busy preparing to teach: David Ad-
ams, Daria Durling, Sarah Downing, Charlie Montgomery, 
Mary Schoppmeyer, and Racheal Scott. Weôre so grateful 
for their commitment to the Christian formation of our chil-
dren, and for their faith that undergirds their willingness to 

take part in St. Johnôs Teaching Ministry.  
Many thanks go to Charlie Montgomery 
who worked hard at recruiting this excel-
lent team. 

Each class session follows the model of 
Holy Eucharist as set forth in The Book 
of Common Prayer: 

Á GatheringðSimple story-related activities focus the 
children on the lesson to come, creating fellowship and 
building relationships. 

Á Telling the Sacred Story (Liturgy of the Word)ðTelling 
the biblical story allows the children not only to absorb 
the story but all to feel its power. 

Á Prayer (Prayers of the People)ðChildren give thanks to 
God for Godôs presence with us. 

Á Sharing (Holy Communion)ðA time for fellowship and 
snack with a time of sharing the story that has just been 
told is followed by a time of activities to supplement and 
enhance the biblical story. 

The first day of church school is Sept 12.  

A special fellowship lunch is  

planned for that day. 

²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ  

and their families that day!  

See you then!   

CHURCH SCHOOL RESUMES SEPT 12, 10 A.M.    By Rev. Kershaw  
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 Art After School starts its 
fourth year! 

By Rev. Kershaw  

Art After School, our popular and successful 
after school program, starts the Fall session 
on Wednesday, September 8, 3:00 p.m., in 
the Parish Hall. Weôre looking forward to 
welcoming back young artists from last 
yearôs program, and getting to know new 
artists.  

The projects this year will include a ñtag 
teamò drawing game, learning how to create 
a fantasy town by using the magic vanishing 
point in order to draw with perspective, cre-
ating colorful designs using Cray-pas and 
penséand thatôs just the beginning!  

Racheal Scott and Susan Kershaw are the 
Teaching Artists.  We always welcome adult 
helpers, so if you have a Wednesday after-
noon free and could help us with snacks and 
project, weôd love to have you join in.  

We do need donations of healthy snacks: 
Goldfish crackers, Cheddar Cheese, apples, 
apple juice and apple cider, pretzel sticks, 
carrot sticks, etc. Please leave snack dona-
tions in the church kitchen, well marked ñArt 
After School.ò Thanks for helping us out in 
this way! 

 

St. John's Cares… 

By Jean Aldrich  

A huge thank you to the following members 
of St. John's who responded graciously and 
generously to providing summer culinary 
assistance to our own Charlie and Mary Lou 
Montgomery during Mary Lou's treatments: 

Nancy McAuliffe, Peg Curchin, Jane Bowry, 
Delores Street, Darrow Clark, Mary 
McHugh, Daria Durling, Sarah Downing, 
Mary Schoppmeyer, Georgie Cheney, Karen 
Guggisberg, Judy Harrison, and Whitney 
Cadmus. 

 
 

Fellowship Potluck Dinner 
Friday, September 3 at 6 p.m.  

ñRadical Hospitalityò is part of the motto of the Diocese of New Hamp-
shire. Thereôs not a lot that is ñradicalò about potluck dinners, unless we 
have a lot of creative cooks bringing things such as Mrs. Cropley on 
ñThe Vicar of Dibleyò makes-- chocolate cake with prune whip and an-
chovy filling! Hospitality in all forms is important, so fellowship dinners 
are planned for each month.  

The first potluck will be on Friday, September 3 at 6 p.m. Bring a dish to 
share (main, salad, or dessert). Since weôre trying to welcome our young 
people, weôll have games (or bring one) for those who have a little com-
petitive spiritðperhaps a bit of dominoes, or the board game Sorry!, or a 
favorite card game? Games are a great way for different generations to 
interact.  

Even if you donôt care for games, donôt stay home ð youôll find great 
conversation and fellowship. Hope to see you then! 

 

Christmas on the Green News 

By Nancy McAuliffe  

The bazaar is just around the corner.  With the heat of summer we have 
taken a hiatus from our craft sessions.  That doesn't mean that we aren't 
working diligently on projects at home.  We will hold a brief meeting on 
September 19 after church to check in with everyone and what you are 
working on. 

In the meantime don't forget we still need 1# metal coffee cans for the 
cookie table.  Check your closets and cupboards for 'treasures' you 
haven't seen or used in years.   

No clothes, please. 
 
Wednesday meetings will resume in September.  Please check the Sun-
day bulletin or call Delores Street (756-3720) or Nancy McAuliffe (802-
463-3178) for dates and times. 

 

ATTIC TREASURES 

By Chris Burchstead  

In spite of the recent heat, Christmas on the Green will be here before 
we know it!   

This fall would be a good time to clear out all those attics, basements 
and garages, etc.  When you do, please set aside nice, clean items that 
you think will sell and that you are willing to donate to St. John's.   If you 
can bring them in early so Delores and I can sort and price them, that 
would be great!   

You can leave your items on the back tables in the Parish Hall.  If you 
have any questions, call me at 756-4884.  Thanks in advance!  

And special thanks go to you, Jean, for 
spearheading this effort and organizing the 
deliveries. 

-Rev. Kershaw+ 
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Address Label Here  

St .  John’s  Ep iscopal Church  

Westminster and Elm Streets 

Walpole, NH  03608 

Phone: 603-756-4533 

 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, Bishop of New Hampshire 
The Rev. Susan de Puy Kershaw, Rector 

 

Vestry  

Dan Scott, Warden 
George Cheney, Warden 
Sue Bauer, Treasurer 

Sarah Downing, Clerk 
Whit Aldrich, Vestry 

Darrow Clark, Vestry 

Nancy McAuliffe, Vestry 

 

Other  Leaders  

Colby Baker, Organist 
Peter Harrison, Pledge Treasurer 
Janet Wickwire, Altar Guild 

Yup.  I can't wait to go to church to be reminded of the 
God who made me and loves me and who wants to be in 
relationship...with me (of all people!). I hope that you feel 
the same way. I hope you won't let the concerns of back 
to school and back to work and back to real life and less-
than-ideal weather make you think that worship and your 

faith community are too much of an addition to your 
schedule. To the contrary, it holds the possibilities of 
great respite and blessing out TO you. If you're not find-
ing them, don't stay away, don't say "church is not for 
me." Go and FIND your place.  Talk to a friend, to your 
rector (who can also be a friend!), let them help you 
MAKE your place in worship, and worship a place in your 
life. Join with me to find your blessings IN church, in the 
Body of Christ, the community of faith! 

-The Rev. Peter R. Coffin 

REFLECTIONSé. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Special Short Term Disability Income -
Thanks to Bishop Robinson! 

By Sue Bauer  

St. Johnôs carries insurance that covers short term dis-
ability as long as we meet the following criteria:  our pen-
sion payments are paid in full, our insurance payments 
are up to date, we continue to pay the Rector at the nor-
mal rate during the illness, and the rector cannot work. 
This translates to tons of forms for us to complete and 
even more forms for the doctors.  As long as these terms 
are met the insurance policy should allow for us to be 
reimbursed us at a rate of 70% of the rectorôs pay, except 
for the first 30 days.   

Like all insurance companies, ours wanted to cut costs, 
so they decided to pay $865.12 ï they were paying for 8 
days.  There was clearly no way to change their mind.   

That is, until Bishop Robinson convinced them they 
should pay us for the period February 7

th
 through May 1

st
! 

Thanks to Bishop Robinsonôs help, the insurance com-
pany paid an additional $8,110.50!   As a result, we re-
ceived enough to cover the additional expenses that 
Susanôs absence necessitated ð including supply clergy, 
pension for the supply clergy, mileage, two nights at a 
hotel, and meals ð and we have enough to make up for 
the lower contribution rate due to lower attendance 
(which always happens when the rector is away).  

Needless to say, we are grateful to Bishop Robinson for 
his intercessions on our behalf. 


