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THE RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS…                           By Rev. Kershaw 

   January 2012 

Two news items caught my attention recently, primarily because I heard them as two blips 
within 3 minutes on the same radio show and they seem to be in juxtaposition to one another. 

Item 1: There’s been a lot of media coverage about Denver Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow-
-not because of his QB ability, but due to his very public praying, nicknamed “Tebowing.” The 
Global Language Monitor (is there really such a thing?) recognizes “Tebowing” -- the act of 
kneeling in prayer during an athletic contest -- as an official word. I don’t have any problem 
with prayer or with giving thanks to God for any perceived blessing (certainly a touchdown is 
a blessing if it is earned by your favorite team). I’d like to hear Tim Tebow’s interpretation of 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:1:“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 
seen by them..” Perhaps Tebow could expound on Matthew 6:5 and the following verses as 
well: “...whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray...at 
the street corners, so that they may be seen by others...whenever you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you.” Kneeling on the gridiron hardly qualifies as praying in secret. Would a 
private prayer uttered without the obvious prayer posture be less likely to be heard by God? 
Jesus didn’t think so. 

Then there’s the other problem: praying for victory. This seems like a petty point, but does 
God care about football and rewarding one team over another? There are so many desperate 
prayers for help coming from those caught in extreme poverty, war-torn nations, abusive rela-
tionships, etc., that football pleas for the Big Win hardly figure into the prayer equation. 

Item 2: Noted writer, essayist and atheist Christopher Hitchens died at the age of 63 from 
pneumonia, a complication of esophageal cancer. Hitchens is the exact opposite of Tebow. 
No public praying. No getting down on one knee before God. No bowing of his head in pray-
er. Hitchens has written frequently about atheism, about why God does not exist, and about 
why faith, espescially the Christian variety, is full of holes. Hitchins is eloquent but wrong in 
my opinion, and he has gotten a lot of attention. 

The day after Hitchens died, his friend, writer Bill Bennett, was being interviewed on a morn-
ing news show about a topic totally unrelated to Hitchens. As the interview ended and it was 
time to cut to a commercial, Bennett asked to say a few words about Christopher Hitchens. 
He said that he and Hitchens were great friends, despite one being far left and the other far 
right. He hoped Hitchens, the Big Atheist, was now getting a Big Surprise--that he is with the 
God he spent so much energy denying. 

If I were to meet both men, I’d probably be more comfortable with Tebow than Hitchins. I’m a 
major practitioner of prayer and find it very effective. Still, I’m impressed by the great friend-
ship of conservative Bennett and liberal Hitchins. I’m more impressed by the huge amount of 
theology expressed in that short statement about the Big Atheist getting a Big Surprise than I 
am by watching Tim Tebow kneeling on a football field. 

There you have it--the Big Kneeler and the Big Atheist, bound together by the Big Surprise. 
Isn’t God a wonder? 

Peace, 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the parish of St. John’s Church will be held on Sun-
day, January 22, immediately following the Eucharist. Lunch will be served 
prior to the opening of the business session. The order of business in-
cludes the presentation of the 2012 budget voted into acceptance at the 
December 14, 2011 Vestry meeting, and the election of open positions on 
the Vestry and delegates and alternates to Diocesan Convention. 

Please plan on attending this important event. 

 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

The Vestry met on December 14, 2011. Highlights of the meeting include: 

The Vestry voted to approve a budget for 2012. The budget was submitted 
by the Finance Committee (Sarah Downing, George Curchin, Whit Aldrich, 
Sue Bauer, and Susan Kershaw). 

Sue Bauer submitted her resignation from the position of Treasurer. Sue 
has served as Treasurer for nearly seven years. The Treasurer position is 
important, demands a lot of attention to detail, and can cause burn out. The 
Vestry accepted Sue’s resignation with regret but also with gratefulness for 
the excellence which she brought to the position. It was noted that Sue 
Bauer has been commended by the Diocesan Finance officers for the ex-
cellence with which she performed as Treasurer. The most recent audit, 
conducted in November, found excellent record keeping and no deficien-
cies or errors. Sue will continue to be active at St. John’s in other capaci-
ties. 

The Vestry updated the Letter of Agreement with the Rector and approved 
the Clergy Housing Agreement (amount of compensation designated for 
housing), required by the IRS. 

Next Vestry meeting: Weds, Jan. 11, 6:15 p.m. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE: FAITH AND ACTION 

On January 8th from 1-3, there will be a workshop /discussion, at St James 
Church on Climate Change: Faith and Action .  Steve Chase, Director of 
Advocacy for Social Justice and Sustainability at Antioch and Polly Chan-
dler, Program Director of the Green MBA program at Antioch will facilitate 
this event,  designed to move us into the middle way between denial and 
despair about our environment.  The event is sponsored by Keene Unitari-
an-Universalist Green Sanctuary Program, the St. James Social Justice 
Ministry, and the Keene Transition Team Task Force.   

All faith communities in the area are encouraged to participate in the dis-
cussion.  There will be opportunities to share the challenges that our con-
gregations face in faithfully responding to the threats posed by climate 
change, and to share the successes we may have achieved to date.  We 
hope to see opportunities for interfaith cooperation and action on climate 
change grow out of this gathering.           

The discussion will take place in the Common Room at St James Episcopal 
Church, just off the Square on West Street. Light refreshments will be pro-
vided. Do plan to join us for this important, exciting discussion. 

Contact info — Bridget Hansel 357-3656. 

Epiphany — Friday, January 6 

Come celebrate Epiphany on January 6, 6 p.m., at a 

Three Kings potluck dinner. There will be a Three Kings 

cake. This will be a time of warm fellowship. So sign up 

today, and invite a friend. 

Knitters & Friends  

This outreach and fellowship activity resumes on Thurs-

day, January 12, 6:30 - 8 p.m. We’ll be knitting hats for 

the mariners, in support of the ministry of the Sea-

farer’s Friends in Portsmouth (Episcopal priest Gale 

Avery is one of the chaplains). If you don’t knit, this is 

a great way to learn, or bring another project. If you’d 

simply like to participate in the fellowship, you are 

welcome to join in. 

Weekly Calendar 

Monday Rector’s Day Off 

Wednesday Mid-Week Eucharist, Noon 

 Art After School, 3:30 p.m. 

Sunday  Breakfast & Bible, 9 a.m. 

 Children’s Formation, 10 a.m. 

 Eucharist, 10 a.m. 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 

We live in a time in which social contact is increasingly 

going online, such as Facebook. Help support face-to-

face fellowship by volunteering to host the Coffee 

Hour. No baking is needed. This is not “Martha Stewart 

comes to St. John’s.” Keep it simple: cheese and crack-

ers, store bought cookies, juice and half & half (if need-

ed). The Breakfast and Bible class makes the coffee 

before meeting. If you are willing to host, please sign 

up today. 

Thanks to all those who have faithfully hosted so that 

our fellowship can grow! 

Don’t Forget the Hungry 

The two local food shelves, Fall Mountain Food Shelf in 

Langdon and Our Place in Bellows Falls, are in desper-

ate need of non-perishable foods and personal toiletry 

items. Please pick up a few extra items on your next 

trip to the supermarket. Bring a bag to church and we’ll 

see that the donations get to the food shelves. Thank 

you for taking part in this easy effort to love our neigh-

bors. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and  

NOTICES 
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St .  John’s  Ep iscopal Church  

Westminster and Elm Streets 

Walpole, NH  03608 

Phone: 603-756-4533 

 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, Bishop of New Hampshire 
The Rev. Susan de Puy Kershaw, Rector 

 

Vestry  

Dan Scott, Sr. Warden 
Sarah Downing, Jr. Warden 
Sue Bauer, Treasurer 
Mary Schoppmeyer, Clerk 
Sarah Manning, Vestry 

Joe Aldrich, Vestry 

Charlie Montgomery, Vestry 

 

Other  Leaders  

Richard Smid, Organist 
Peter Harrison, Pledge Treasurer 
Janet Wickwire, Altar Guild 

Address Label Here  

JEAN ALDRICH MITTEN DRIVE CONTINUES 

By Rev. Kershaw 

We’re still collecting new mittens, gloves, hats and scarves for local children. The winter 
months are tough, and children have a tendency to lose these vital items. The Walpole Pri-
mary School distributes the articles as needed. So far, we’ve given over 55 pairs of mittens 
and gloves, 3 scarves, and 12 hats.  

Now is a perfect time to get out there and shop the sales as the stores 
clear out winter merchandise in preparation for the warmer months. 
Thank you for your donation to help keep little hands and heads warm. 

This was a priority for Jean — her own personal ministry — and it’s  
wonderful to keep it going, in her memory and inspired by her example. 


